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EFFORT TO OUST COUNSEL IGNORED 

Assassination Panel Rebuffs Chief 

BY NORMAN KEMPSTER ' 

Times Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON-In a rebuff to 
Chairman Henry B. Gonzalez (D- 
Tex,), the House Assassinations Com- 
mittee Wednesday refused even to 
discuss the chairman's effort to fire 
Chief Counsel Richard B. Sprague. 

The .committee adjourned (Without 
attempting to break a stalemate that 
threatens to scuttle the panel’s 
planned investigation of the murders 
of President John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King, 

Thexommittee is scheduled to meet 
again Monday but there was no indi- 
cation that the impasse would be bro- 
ken then. 

Thei outcome Wednesday left 
Sprague, the staff of lawyers and in- 
vestigators he has assembled and the 
committee itself in limbo. Without the 
support of the other members, Gonza- 
lez cannot get rid of Sprague, but- 
without the approval of the chairman 
the committee cannot spend any 
money for salaries or other expenses. 

Gonzalez told reporters after the 
meeting that he would not resign as 



chairman and that under House rules 
he could be removed only by Speaker 
Thomas P. O’Neill (D.Mass.), not by a 
vote of the committee. 

The committee will go out of busi- 
ness automatically March 31 unless 
the House votes to extend its life. 
Gonzalez implied that he whuld op- 
pose continuation of the committee 
unless Sprague is ousted sooU; 

Last week Gonzalez-^ttSn^ted to 
fire Sprague, aceilfroversial lawyer 
who had pl^rtfied a $6.5 million-a 
year probeS&tended to 



questions about the Kennedy and 
King assassinations. But the other 11 
committee members signed a letter 
countermanding Gonzalez’ order. 

At the committee’s first meeting 
since the Sprague controversy began, 
Gonzalez demanded an immediate and 
public showdown. He said the com- 
mittee should debate the charges of 
insubordination which he has leveled 
at Sprague and vote on whether the 
chief counsel should remain on the 
payroll. 

But at the suggestion of Rep. Rich- 
ardson Preyer (D-N.C.), the commit- 
tee voted 8 to 1 to adjourn until Mon- 
day to provide time for private dis- 
cussions on a possible compromise. 
Gonzalez cast the only vote against 
the delay. 

After the meeting, Gonzalez read a 
statement accusing Sprague of fiscal 
mismanagement, of hiring staff mem- 
bers at far higher salaries than they 
earned on previdus jobs, and of at- 
tempting to usurp the authority of 
committee members. 

“There were those who thought I 
acted precipitately last week,’’ Gon- 

zalez said. “All I can say is that when 

I found a rattlesnake on the thresh- 
hold, I stomped it and answered ques- 
tions later.” 

Sprague sat through the committee 
meeting without saying a word. He 
left before Gonzalez read the state- 
ment but he notified reporters 
through an aide that he would have 
nothing to say about the matter. 

The committee is in severe finan- 
cial difficulty. Its monthly payroll of 
$83,450 virtually exhausts the month- 
'■'iy budget V of about $84,000. Staff 


pay cut, but Gonzalez said the com- 
mittee still was living well beyond its 
means. 

The chairman said that Sprague’s 
only response to the fiscal squeeze 
was a proposal that the committee 
ask the full House for more money. 

The committee unanimously en- 
dorsed Sprague’s $6.5 million budget 
proposal last year. But the House 
balked at the cost and gave the com- 
mittee until March 31 to design a less 
expensive investigation. 

The committee also last year ap- 
proved Sprague’s plans to use such 
sophisticated investigative tools as 
polygraphs, stress evduators— a kind 
of lie detector that manufacturers say 
can determine whether a tape record- 
ed statement is true or false— and ra- 
dio transmitters which could be hid- 
den on investigators. 

But House members, led by Rep. 
Don Edwards (D-Calif.), subsequent- 
ly objected that the techniques might 
violate the constitutional rights of 
witnesses. So the committee Wednes- 
day tentatively adopted rules placing 
sharp restrictions on the conduct of 
investigators. 

Under the rules, no conversations 
could be recorded without the knowl- 
edge and written consent of the per- 
son to be taped. Electronic surveil- 
lance and wiretapping would be 
banned. 

No person could be required to take 
a lie detector test and no tape record- 
ing could be subjected to a stress 
evaluator without the written consent 
of the ind^dual involved. 
The.-^i3Bteittee spent more than 

osed rules. — 




